
Factors Considered When Determining Spousal Support 
19-A M.R.S.A. 951-A (5) 

The court shall consider the following factors when determining an award of spousal support:   

A.  The length of the marriage; 
B.  The ability of each party to pay; 
C.  The age of each party; 
D.  The employment history and employment potential of each party;  
E.  The income history and income potential of each party; 
F.  The education and training of each party; 
G.  The provisions for retirement and health insurance benefits of each party; 
H.  The tax consequences of the division of marital property, including the tax consequences of 
the sale of the marital home, if applicable; 
I.  The health and disabilities of each party; 
J.  The tax consequences of a spousal support award; 
K.  The contributions of either party as homemaker; 
L.  The contributions of either party to the education or earning potential of the other party; 
M.  Economic misconduct by either party resulting in the diminution of marital property or 
income; 
N.  The standard of living of the parties during the marriage; 
O.  The ability of the party seeking support to become self-supporting within a reasonable period 
of time; 
P.  The effect of the following on a party's need for spousal support or a party's ability to pay 
spousal support:   
 (1) Actual or potential income from marital or non-marital property awarded or set apart   
 to each party as part of the court's distributive order pursuant to section 953; and   
 (2) Child support for the support of a minor child or children of the marriage pursuant to   
 chapter 63; and 
Q.  Any other factors the court considers appropriate.   


